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By JANE DIXON.
litis becomo of tlio old

first night when
stage manager refused

to ring up until "Diamond Jim" was
flrmly planted In a front row teat?

The old order passeth. So does thj
old fashioned first night. If one rr.ny
judge by somo recent events. And it
may be admitted that the new order of
flrat night resembles tho old In the

me degree as the debutante slouch
resembles bustle.

The answer? The movies.
Thcso same movies explain pretty

much everything In tho way of the-
atrical upheavals nowadays. If an
actor comes to you and suggests the
price of a ham sandwich he will con-

fide that ho was brought to his pres-
ent state of financial wrcckngo be-

cause ho refused to lower his art to
tho movies. If a turned
out a flivver his friends will explain
he went stale grinding out potboilers
for the movies. If a man'.gcr toes
broke ho sank his money In the
movies. If an actress appears In a
new set of cables ott can bet your
last thin dime alio Is In tho movies.

Thus It is that we have a new
type of llrbt night, tho movies, Brlng
on your bass drums, your soundug
bells and tinkling cymbals. Duwn
with tho lights! Slow music! Th3
curtain Ih about to rise on the latest
blll'cn dollar screen of our
latest billion dollar screen producer.
Operator, do our duty!

While tho Inside such
a where tho picture will bo shown
year from ue.t Friday and the cost
of the leading lady's wardrobe, is

tho play in letters of tiro on
a shadowy let in piance
about for echoes of One
or two echoes, pet haps, and loit Is
an.

If we wero able to sco our hands
before our faces, we might find more,
but this Is a movie. must
be kept btrlctly Not n
bad Idea, either, as you will discover
later. It preserves the of
the play. It does not cnmpil tho spec-
tators to leap from a hall bedroom
where a dastardly murder has been
committed back Into tho glow mil
glitter of a theatre with tho orchcs'ni

tho hit waltz from i re-

cent musU'al comedy. In the continued
darkness the spectators can Bit back
and enjoy tho minder In peuco and
quiet.

But where, oh! whern nro those
blatant Bohemians who used to sit In
the front row and show their shoul-
ders to society In the boxes? Where
are the notables who swept down tho

laics at tho moment.
Jowlng to tho right and to the left and
"rylng to look as if tho inflation in
their chest was natural? Whcro arc
the gleaming Jewels, tho glistening
silks, tho glinting furs anil furbelows?
Where is tho fearful death watch, sit
ting with stony Mare and putted pen-
cils, waiting to write "thumbs up" or
"thumbs down"?

All there, no doubt, In tho dark; but
ao different that tho most confirmed
first nlghter of tho old school would
never recognize them. Thus have tho
mighty fallen.

lleccntly 1 wns one of several thou-sand- s

who tried to crush Into tho open-
ing of "A Daughter of tho
Gods." Miss Annette sho
of the perfect 3fi, was tho daughter. It
had been noised about that Miss

wardrobe could be put In tho
top tray of a mermaid's steamer trunk.
Nor did this Utt!" Item dampen the et

of tho regular first nlghter In
the leant.

On the evening In question I strolled
over to the tnootrn expecting to Heck a
leisurely soot, keeping a sharp lookout
tor celelultif h the while. It was 8:30
o'clock, and a mob was milling out In
front.

"What's tl o trouble"? I demanded
of an evcltnl ritien on the outer laer
of the crowd. "U'linV been shot"?

"Nobody's been .'hot " he hnileil back
over his shoulder ".Maty I'ickfind Just
went In, and they hail to Hear an uWo
for her through tho crowd "

Now from the brilliantly lighted
loljy tho raucous voiced of uniformed
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i Heads of tho harassed people. They, carried fotward through what at show opening m the theatre at the
I wero warning them that no appeared to be a gallery In the same time as the picture. Flowers
i more room, sitting or was to Metropolitan Museum, but what nfter-- 1 wero banked all over the place, In
ho had. and Inviting those already ward proved to Ik a double lino of, every conceivable color ami form ex-- 1

equipped with passports to como back paintings of Annette, the diving i cpt the "dates Ajar." Most of these
a week from somo snowy Sunday. Venus. Evidently tho tip about tho tokens were for William Fox. the man

r.ecall tho subdued eleganco of tho i top tray of a mermaid's trunk was behind the million,
I Empire lobby on the evening of a John true. subject was clad mostly the good will of friends or the entire
j Drew opening? i acres of old blue velvet draperies worldly fortuno of some ambitious

FOUR STRAIGHT FLUSHES
By DAVID A. CURTIS.

the five gentlemen who
WHEN been playing poker In

tho bnck room of old man
Greenlaw's tialoon In Arkansas City
came out together and announced that
they had agreed to postpone tho con
clusion or the game until a sixth
player should arrive, ho being expected
on the next boat, tho old man was
much put about. Uidlnarlly ho had
not tho slightest trouble In finding
words to express his sentiments in re--
gard to any matter that camo up for
consideration, but this one was com-- I
ple.v.

I As to four out of the flvo there was
nothing in his mini! that perplexed
him, but tho fifth was a stranger In
town, and there had been things.

Exception had been taken by Mr.
Joe Itassett as Sheriff to tho behavior
of tho stranger on tho public highway,
and though old man Greenlaw, ng Jus-
tice, of the peace, had suspended sen-
tence In the case, pending tho Issue
of the game that was now also sus- -
ponded, he was far from being satls-- j
tied as to his own Judgment of the
situation.

First off, as ho would have expressed
It, tho stranger undoubtedly toted a
big wad, was therefore entitled to
consideration. Of that he had had ocular

secondly, ho wns a
free spender and willing nnd ready to
Join In tho poker gamo that was main-
tained as a regular function In the old
man's back room, nnd wns therefore
to bo classed, not only ns a gent, hut
also ns a sport. Higher claims than
theso to the old man's respect he could
not have had,

Irregular behavior on the part of a
man like that was to be condoned
readily up to a certain point, and In-

deed much had actually been con-
doned, but the old man serlouslv ques-
tioned whether that point had not
been passed when tho stranger pro-
posed, as ho had proposed,
to bring his sldo partner Into tho
gntne, and play in cahoots with him
against tho combined forces of tho
homo players.

It was averred, nnd tho old man did
not question this, that tho side partner
toted an additional wnd. This told
strongly In favor of the proposition,
but ns against It stood tho
of Mr. Owen 1'cppor, who had said that
he did not know that tho two partners
were professional poker players, but

Dncu within the outer pottals I was1

I But Perhaps They
and

that they played together against
suckers on th" boat.s regulaily and
successfully. Moreover, It appenred,
still on the evldenco of Mr. Pepper's
statement, that tho two were father
and son, though Mr. Feppor was care-
ful to say that he had no personal
knowledge as to that.

however, that the strang-
er's side partner was also his father,
old man Greenlaw felt Justified In

tho suspicion that was
surely engendered by a certain state-
ment the stranger had made to the
effect that his slro had been on his
deathbed nt somo unspecified time in
the past.

Having revolved these things rap-Idl- y

In his mind the old man said:
"Vo" all 'pears to be In tho habit o'

pressln' tho limit c'nsld'nble. hard.
Mebbe It comes nachul fo' yo' to raise
hell llko yo' been doln' ever since yo'
como to Arkansas City, but wo uns
can't be 'xperted fo' to put up with It
to no oureas'iiblo 'xtcnt. Thi.i yer's a
law abUUn' c'munlty, an strangers
ain't never 'lowed fo" to go ton fur.

" 'Nstentl o' which yo' all Interferes
with a olllcor o' tho law when he's
tryln' to divert his mind, manhnndlln'
a nigger, 'him beln" mo" 'r less c'nfused
with troubles of his own, an' seekln'
d'stractlon.

"Vo' pulls a gun on him, an' gits
licked an' 'rested, Joe Hassett seln'
his duty an' doln' of It, llko ho nl'ays
does If he ain't too drunk. He fetches
yo" nil to co't, an' I treats yo' merciful.
Mebbe I didn't ought fo' to been '
easy '8 I was, but I done give yo' all
n chanet fo' to set In nt a game
which yo' rnought ha' blowed yo' wad
easy an' hon'able, Instead o' bavin' It

took often yo fo' n tine what wns corn-In- "

to yo' fo' disorderly conduck.
"Mebbe I done wrong In that, but

I dnno It fo" tho good o' th c'munlty.
If I'd a fined yo' the money'd had to
went Into the town treasury nnd
wouldn't a did nobody no good. Hut
If yo'd a lose It in tho gamo It'd a
been a benefit to them what win It,
anyway, Hut no.

"Vo' all starts In fo' to Interjuce
skullduggery Into a friendly gutne,
stackln' tho oynrds like the viper what
tho Good Hook says wus nourished Into
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lodged with miles of sdvr fringe dc- -'

pending from the frames of the pic-
tures. Hut then Veuuses are not sup-pose- d

to wear ripples In the', sk:rts.
ltemember , the oil painting

of Adams ns 1'rtrr fun
used to held theatregoers at atten-
tion in n Iitbbv for hours?

For nil I know there was a flower
j
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standing,

not
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Abraham's buz.um. An' even then the
boys was 'udlllgeiit,

"They seen what yo' was doln' an'
mought a shot yo' dald 'thouten they
twin nothln' thought of it, but once
again yo' wad was jn best friend.'
They done postponed 'strenic
till a'ter tho gamo, not savin' nothln'. I

"Then when ,ui UluHdell makes n
trlllin' mistake on his deal, glvin' out
n ryard f'om the bottom tho deck,'

like, yo" all pulls a gun
In plain sight o' tho house, itilo agin
shootln' on the premises, what's wrote
up on tho wall to p'veut party dlddln's. '

"But that ain't all," he
sternly, as the stranger rtartni to re-

ply to tho Indictment. "Nigh 'bout tho
wust thing yo' done was to Ho 'bout
yo' pa. Vo' done said ho was dyln"
when yo' promised him yo' wouldn't
never set In at n gamo with strangers
no mo". An' he's the ninn what yo'
all now p'poscs fo' to fetch In fo' to
play, with yu' lit a gemman's game."

"I reckoned he was dvln', all right,"
said tho stranger sullenly. "They was
a yap shot him Into a game, an' ho
laid senseless while I was talkln' to
him, hut ho como to later on. 'Honrs
the bullet glanced offen Ills bald,"

"lity It hadn't a went through," said
tho old man with total lnck of sym-
pathy, "but that ain't got nothln' to
do with yo' o' fetchln' him
Into tho gamo. 'Hears like that'll d'pend
o'nsld'ablo on how much of a wad ho
totes."

"Him an' me cashed In over $2,000
In tho hist game we said the
stranger, "an' wo done split even a'ter
tho game, like we al'nys does."

"Well," said the old man, his eyes
gleaming while ho tried to assume a
doubtful air, "under them

mebbe It'll be wuth whllo fo' to
stretch a pint. I don't never 'low no-
body to play poker In my house
'thouten I'm satisfied wh'it he's a man
n' good character, not as u geni rule l
don't, but If he's got $1,000 I'm willln'
to give him the benefit of a doubt.

"They'll one thing I'll call to yo'
'fnnllmi tlwiiii.li " li.. iwiiiltm.,.1 r

nl'ays keeps a handy, case
of any bein' did, an' they j

can't bo nono Interjuced In this or
gatnn ir l gives my c nsent to lt' belli'
played." ,
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playfolk who hoped to catch a con- - '

l tract with such scented bait. One
violet offering for Venus whs the
fit." of a barn door. The donor ,

evidently expected Venus to curl up
on It and take a nap between acts.

What has become of the man who
used to sit In the stage box and toss
a red rose across the footlights to the
lady of his heart's desire'.'

Passing within the Inner portals In
exact Imitation of the ham port of
a ham sandwich, there wns nothing to
do but grope blindly forward anil trust
to luck to land right sldo up. A
purple and American Beauty haze
hung heavy about. one
began to speak In whispers and favor
the forward part of the foot In
walking.

IN ONE DEAL SEEM MANY
Were a Fitting Climax the Attempt of the Stranger
His Pa Trifle

mcasiiies,

abseiitmlnded

continued'

proposition

played,"

rlrciim-stant- s

biingstarter
skullduggery

1916.

Unconsciously

With Arkansas City
"That's done been 'gTeed to n'ready,"

said the stranger with an air of relief.
It seemed plain that he was content

with momentarily avoiding a threat-
ened illlHeulty, regarilleso of what
might Impind In tho fiituie, and he
called for a round of drinks as Joy-
ously as If he had nothing on his
mind.

It was clear enough to all present
that friction might rnsuo after the ar-
rival of tho stranger's pa, but tho pre-
dominant spirit that unliunted them
at the moment wns on the enrpe diem
older, and Joy was unrefined fromth.it
time till tho utranger's pa appeared.

Tho strain on Mr. Hassett had re-
sulted In a sort of collapse, before that,
l'or some days ho had been striving
conscientiously to cast off a burden
of gloom that oppressed him by reason
of tho stagnated conditions of life In
Arkansas City, which always obtained
In tho absence of strangers. As a
climax of this effort Just beforo this
pnrtlcul.tr stranger enmo ho had shot
lit tho pipe Mr. Wlnterbottom was
smoking, missed his aim and grazed
old man Greenlaw's ear, thereby

tho contempt and anger of his
friends, nnd had gone out with tho
purposo of lillllng some colored person
by way of distraction. How nil this
led up to his bringing tho stranger
Into the saloon has been told In an-
other story.

With the aid of a few drinks he had
milled from the exhaustion thus
brought about nnd had participated
in tho festivities until even his great
powers of endurance were overtaxed,
nnd he was slttlngsln n chair, comatose,
when the strnnger's pa camo In. The
closest observer would have been un-
able to see any sign of regret on tho
part of either the stranger or his pa
when they saw this. It might have
been thought, Indeed, that they were
rather pleased than otherwise by it.
Mr. Hassett's ability as n fighting mnn
was known throughout the Mississippi
Valley.

However thnt may hnvo been, It was
certain that tho stranger expressed
no dissatisfaction when tho game was
made up tlvo handed, His pa was a
wizened llttlo chap, though very spry
in his movements, and hud llttlo to say,
lie set 'em up on entering, aa eti

Laurell.

Shadowy ushers loomed out of the
dusk, relieved the now thoroughly
"shushed" patrons of tho precious
pasteboards and beckoned silently to
their seats. I found one of the darkest
of the dark spots and took a stand,
determined to watch for tho pnsslng
of the "Who's Wlio."

"There goes Kthel Barrymore," re-

marked one of the old school right
out loud as was the custom In former
time?.

"Fli-huh,- " said the blond doll with
the copied curls, giving not so much
as a glance In the direction indicated.
"They s,ay Mary Hlckford lr here. I

wonder If her husband Is with her?
Aren't nu Just dying to see what he
looks like?"

"Didn't know she had a husband"

quette requited, and Joined the pro-

cession t the back room ns If un-

afraid, and shoit'.y the game was on.
After having sold chips to tile play-

ers old man Greenlaw lettirnrd to the
barroom and took hl: usual seat, near
whero his bungstarter stood. Mr. l'ep-pe- r

sat on the other side of tho loom,
and they stiiokid along together, lis-

tening to Hassett whllo ho Slept.
Tho game In the back room was In-

teresting from the start. It may have
been that mental reservations had
been made by one anil anothet when
It had been agreed that there should
be no attempt at chicanery In playing,
but no verbal objections had been
made Even tho stranger's p.i declared
himself fully satisfied with the agree-
ment.

"I p'fers playln' thnt.tway when It'a
understood," was the way he expressed
It, though ho looked a little nervous
when It was explalmd to him thnt old
man Greenlaw had proposed to take a
hand In caso of any infraction of tho
new rule.

It being thus thoroughly understood
that stacking tho cards wns not al-

lowed, there was some cause for sur-
prise In the number of notable hands
that weie held from timet to time,
Thrice In the first half hour a straight
Hush nppeared In the showdown, nnd
each tlm the contesting hand consist-
ed of four of a kind.

Not unnaturally the betting was
high, but perhaps It might have been
even higher if somo lingering doubt
had not appeared as to the rellnnce
that was to be placed In the value of
tho cards when either tho stranger or
Mr, Hlalsdell dealt them. No objec-
tion was made to the deal by any one.
They wero both careful to afford no
pretext for objection to their work,
Init there was certainly a fishy look
In the gaze of the stranger'.s pa which
seemed to betoken suspicion, and on
tho appearance of the third straight
Hush he spoke rather dlllldontly, It Is
true, but withal as one who wished to
be cieai ly understood,

"I don't p'tcml to say whnt they'd
onythin' Iriegiar been did," ho re-

marked, "but I ain't never been in the
hnblt o' haviu' fo' of a kylnd beat, an'
I don't llko It."

"Them that loses out," aajjd Sam

Theda Bara.

'Of course she ha. I've heard he
Is young and terribly good looking."

Vt ell. ho has nothing on Mary."
The last remark was a total loss to

tho blond doll with the copied curls.
She was too busy craning her ewan-lik- e

neck to get a peek at Mary. No-
body asked If the man In the top hat

i following close at Ethel Barrymorc's
heels was her husband. Poor Russell
Colt! Such Is the evanescence of
fame.

How long ago was It that the en-
trance of Ethel Barrymore on an
opening night was the signal for a
murmur of admiration little short of
applause?

"Do you think that dark man going
down the also is Earle Williams?"

Tho question came In excited albt-lan-

from the rear.
"Never In the world. Not handsome

enough."
"Hut it looks like hlra see, when he

turns his head. Oh, my dear, I
their seats are right near ours.

How heavenly'"
"I hope you are right. He Is so ro- -

I'earsall. who hnd held the winning
hand, "ain't geniy 'xpected fo' to
'njoy It a hellova lot. Question Is,
what's gwine to be did?"

"Ain't nothln' geniy did tf It hap-
pens onc't or twlc't," replied the
stranger's pa, "but mebbe they'll be
somepin' nex' time."

It seemed unlikely that old man
Greenlaw, sitting In the next room,
would overhear thee remarks, spoken
as they wero in a conversational tone,
so It was perhaps n mere coincidence
tint he arose when they were uttered,
and takln? his bungstarter In his good
tight hand stepped to the door and
opened it. Simultaneously the do-- e ofpeace left the place.

Tho game went on. Blalsdell wns
dealing. Ills Hps were tightly com-
pressed. Ills movements were delib-
erate and exact.

Tho betting begnn. On the first
round tho dealer passed out. Pearsall
and Wlnterbottom rnlsed each other
several times, nnd the stranger and
his pa trailed along doggedly untileven Wlnterbottom seemed to be sat-
isfied with the size of the pot and he 'too, trailed,

Then came the draw. Each of the
four id.tNers tonic nn rnr.l- inn, ci
seemed dlsnppolnted when he looked
nt It.

Hearsall bet his pile. Each of theothers put up alt the chips and money
he had. Tho enrds were shown. Each
had a straight flush. The stranger
ami his pa each had king high. Win.
terbottom and I'earsall each held a
royal.

No question was possible ns to the
disposition of tho pot, but the
stranger's pa seemed displeased, it
has been said already that he was
spry, but ho was not tho only one who
was,

As he pulled his gun, starting up
from his seat, ho exclaimed, "That
thar ain't human,"

Then old man Greenlaw swatted him
with the bungstarter. not with exces-
sive violence, but so firmly that he fell
down,

Not much remains to tell. More or
less bustle accompanied the depot turo
of the stranger and his pa from tho
saloon, hut It was not hiilllciont to
arouse Mr Hassett He slumbered mi
for a considerable time, but showed
dissatisfaction when he afterward
learned what had happened.

"Vu'd ought fo' to woko me," he
said.

few critics.

mantle looking--, dont yon think? T
most romantlo lookinr man I ever
he and Francis Bushman."

Shades of Jimn K. Hanlrattf ttv. .
It for this you wore the flowing car
and plumed hat? For auch did yem
strike fire from the glittering sword?
And to think your photograph wis
once the object of a thousand board-
ing; school girls' affection! Whnyo:t
fared forth on first night in horn md
doublet the beating of feminine heartt
was as the roll of a trap drum chorus.

"see tnai man over there shakln?
hands? That's Winnie Sheehan." Th
speaker was a tall man with sprt.v
cles and a stoop.

j "Who's the girl with him, tho en
I with the black and gold evening com"
, asked his comoanlnn.

Aim. sneennn, i suppose."
"What a lovelv face! W'hn

do you know?"
"ome actress. I forget the nam? "

The beauty of the HoMies Kny
Laurell, shining In tho reflected glors- -

ot a nusuana: In the .legfild ! .n
beauty Is at Its nth power, nnd not
longer ago than tho twinkling o i,i

i eyelash Kay Laurell was tho zenit'i
beauty. Her face was secretly psi
In the back of more watches than Mr
Elgin makes in a year. She wns p.u- -

I Ing the price of marrying Into tl
movies plain Mrs. Winnie Slice ,an

Theda Bara!
The nnmn runs through tho tlin-i- .

like a thrill. Even tho pi.rp.e ,i ,

American Beauty lights quiver w

expectation, Loiterers In the loM
fall back, gaping.

Through tho space thus clarlwalks a girl with dark hair pulled 'ntv
over her brow. Tho famous scrpr'
eyes are fixed straight ahead, H't
hidden In their bluo circles.

No handsome hero, poisoned by V"
atlng. Is stnggerlng In tho wake T
celebrated vampire of the films s
eompanled by her mother and - '
Sho is not swathed In scarlc an1
burnt orange, nor does sm. - ,s
crimson roses to her breist Ni .i
of Jade or hammered gold dep. n t ' n
her shell like ears. She is ( n' it
nocent of tho traditional snake
let with the eyes of ruby and en r3 i

Theda H.tra in real life w - .'
a girl in white with a cor-ag- o i"
of orchids. Instead of the dagse
wielded a lorgnette.

In the opposite box a wonnn "

stands for all that Is hlr-hos-t and
on the emotional stag, w' i

drowned first night audiences i
tears and pulled the r

strings to the breaking poln ra"iunnoticed.
Entr'acte. Fumbling my wty rack

through tho midnight of 'tho t i to
get tho nosebag news on t"'s ret-
icular silent drama. At In t n -- iv
of light. In fact a regular b j
glory. Had tho management

and Installed searr'.'lg' v.
the head of each alslo to sejuro n'f"
of llfo and limb to thos w' n m '
negotiate the unseen pathway?

False alarm. It was tho flare rf tri
famous .Tames Brady diamond. moV l
on tho general lines of a lien Pit en
an Erie engine. The trim iw"
could turn on tlm dinui-.rr-

thought that wns the thog ' '"it
n little thing llko dimmers w '
daunt Mr. Brady. He td
trenched himself directly br ..

cluster of tho purple and u t
Beauty lights, nnd tho tw M
carat piece of Ice on his nmp v"i
was shooting forth rose a" :

rnys to light the wary on t i i w

Moreover, when the niu
for Hart the Second. a v t
the films, Mr. Brady t. dd'ed . I t
sank Into his accustomed '' ''
row, aisle. It takes mote than
vous screen and a band f

i musicians to drive a i, e '.

nlghter back Into the die's ,

Verily the old order c1 n- -

tho new first night n i cut
out In the middle of the l.u
cause tie must catch tie w
or his paper, which has t
Ing to press regardless u
pIaj.or.s. With the rest ..f

j crew no lias been to .t dre--o- f
the picture the eveniiu-- j

he Is only hero u

(stay away would be to c.iintt
sinnai suicide. Minus the nit
night would be ns flat as a "
egg without tho salt.

There arc no curtain ca! s r ' K

order. No belle of the b......
out from the wings, kisses ! '
to the audience and qu.'nei
you, thank you I love v.. i

Never the gladsome en f i '

Author!" rings through v
ceilings. The poor wi t tch w' '

his Imaglnail n ' -

hungry camera Is nut ull-- ui

In the spotlight's ruddy glow
about the frultH of his tvpewi
best ho gets Is second or t'
among the "also rant." met '
one llasli on the scicen

Moral: When attending
new style first nights i

pocket flashlight with oi a

vmi can call all the sun n

their first names, ntherwi-- e

be tagged not us a tegular lli- -t i ,

but us a lsltlng stranger.


